


REPUBLIC NATIONAL BANK, DALLAS

Except for extensive rental space at street level,

the bank occupies the lower eight floors (horizon-
tal block in photo above) and the first basement;
the tower is office rental space; three basement
levels park 1,250 cars. The building contains
872,000 sq ft. Total cost for building and land
was approximately $25 million.
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faced for heat reflection, while the other three VLT
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terned sheets, backed up by 114 in. of glass waol N
and aluminum foil. The sash are vertical pivoted
Jor inside cleaning; are glazed with blue-green
heat absorbing glass.

The mullions and surround for the huge (75 by
120) windowed facade of the bank (right) are
White Cherokee Georgia marble
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FIRST BASEMENT: DRIVE-IN BANK
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REPUBLIC NATIONAL BANK, DALLAS

Ulric Meisel

DRIVE-IN BANK: This unique feature, almost unheard-
of in a city as large as Dallas, enables customers to make
deposits without leaving their cars. The through traffic
flow is one-way, with entrance and exit by ramp from
adjacent streets.

There are four banking windows, below, which are
available as a stock item. The bullet-proof glass is stainless
steel framed; lighting is by two 48 in. tubes. The driver’s
voice is picked up by a microphone at the top of the unit,
and the teller’s voice is relayed to the customer via a speaker
below the counter top. The teller operates the horizontally
sliding drawer, which contains a deal tray and larger
package receiver below. The window unit is here built into
a glazed tile clad island.

The lobby, above and right, leads to ground floor

arcade and to second floor banking room (sce
plans, p. 149).

The shopping arcade, running through the block
to the next street, serves both shops opening on it
and the compact, self-contained savings depart-
ment of the bank. Arcade walls are Roman
Travertine; columns are finished in Nero Nube
marble. The entire ground floor is surfaced in gray
and white terrazzo.

Lobby feature is the circular opening containing
escalators and circular stair to the banking room
above. Lobby walls are golden and black veined
creamy white Calacatta; electric stairway cheeks
are finished in gold
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The vast banking room (290 ft. long, 23 ft. high) is at once an
exciting and dignified space for business. There is excitement
in the great curving sweep of the mezzanine — a 333 ft. gold-
leaf covered ribbon topped with the positive line of an ebonized
wood rail — and in the ceiling pattern, the floor design, the
circular cavity dropping to ground level; yet there is restraint
in color and material; discipline in overall linear organization.

The light gray and white terrazzo floor brings the exterior
pattern inside by way of the golden brass strips; the marble
counter die repeats the gold, black and creamy white of the

lobby belows; the officers platform is gold carpeted; wall panel-
ling is natural curly maple, with stiles in line with the ceiling
checkerboard overhead.

The off-white ceiling is notable both as decoration and be-
cause it serves as a vehicle for lighting and air conditioning

the large room; scale details on the next page
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Banking room ceiling, detail above, in-
corporates lighting and air condition-
ing in its design. Direct light from the
over-all pattern of downlights; diffused
light from the coves (square in plan).
Air is supplied through circular dif-
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fusers which also contain downlights.
Upper plane is hard smooth plaster for
light reflection; lower plane is acoustic
plaster. Detail of mezzanine fascia
below; gold leaf applied to canvas
cemented on the plaster
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